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The student council and philanthropy groups at John Taylor Collegiate (470 Hamilton Ave.) are
making a difference that can be felt across the city — and the world.

The approximately 30 students who take partin the above groups recently received the YMCA
Peace Medallion for their work in support of education in developing communities.

Two years ago, the St. James school took part in Free the Children’s Brick by Brick fundraiser.
With each brick costing $20. the students set out to raise enough bricks to build a school in
Micaragua. The fundraiser was overwhelmingly successful.

"I've always been raised to help other people,” said Grade 12 student Silas Allen. "It's
something that | really enjoy doing and so being able to do that throughout (school programs)
is lots of fun and really good to do.”

After raising the money needed, many of the students felt that they wanted to connect with
the community in a more personal way. Together with their advisor Melanie Paragg, the group
is now planning an eight-day trip to Nicaragua in March.

"They wanted to actually have a hands-on experience with that community,” Paragg said.
"We'll be in the community to help with the sustainability projects in that area so theyll
actually get to see where all of their efforts have gone towards."

The students hope to get to know the locals and get some insight into what life is like for them
in an environment that is completely different from what they are usad to here.

"l hope we have relationships with the locals and see how different we are but also how
similar," said Grade 11 student Kira Sousa.

"It's important to give back to people because we have so much and other people don't,” said
Grade 11 student Jen Saj. "It's kind of our duty to give back to other people.”

The group of 18 will be staying in a house in a rural community. Although they will get the
chance to visit the city on one of the eight days, most of their time will be spent with the locals
outside of the city.

"We're going to be learning a bit of Spanish leading up to it." Allen said. "That way we can really
connect with the locals more.”

Paragg said she was surprised and excited to see so many students interested in the trip.

"We really push inside the school here that it's not necessarily about the money all the time,"
she said. "It's just as much about education and creating that awareness and knowing that in
whatever way you can share your talent to give back. we really want to encourage it."

The group is also gearing up for its annual food drive in time for the holidays.

"We're focusing on families not only in the school community, but also in our 5t. James
community because we know that while there's need across the city, there's just as much need
here," Paragg said.
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Please return all overdue books to the
library. Unsure if you have one of those
Books, names are posted in the library.

[

e O
"E (m




